
Chatham, Medway and sustainability

Suggestions on more sustainable means of transport for Chatham

1 – Encourage the use of bicycles 

Even though Chatham has various bicycle and bus lanes, bicycles are not a frequently utilised
means of transport. This is partly due to the size of the town (15.95 km²) and everything 
being concentrated on the high street. However, new housing development such as the 
Horsted Park are becoming more and more common both in Chatham and in surrounding 
areas which is causing traffic to grow rapidly, thus becoming a problem. 

Considering the fact that the total population of 200 000 of the area is already increasing due 
to these reasons, the likelihood of traffic jams being more and more frequent is evident and as
a consequence, pollution levels will increase, affecting general health.

By using bikes, people would decrease the amount of traffic on the road, save money, reduce 
the chances of accident and more importantly, lessen pollution levels (sustainability).

Medway Council could further introduce a system similar to the Boris Bike system in 
London, thus bikes would be readily available in the area. By making the charges of these 
less than those that would be found on public transport (an average of £2.70) people would be
encouraged to use this instead of modes of transport which use fossil fuels. Therefore this 
system would help reduce the levels of pollution in the area. This not only helps the 
environment, it makes the air clearer, this along with the health benefits of using the bikes, 
promotes a much healthier lifestyle for people living in Chatham. Another factor that could 
encourage people to use bicycles is safety, meaning that Medway Council must also 
introduce the blue bicycle boxes like they have in London.

 



2 – Chatham congestion charge 

As said before, there is an increasing problem in pollution levels that are naturally caused by 
increasing traffic in the area. London is another example of a city that has its own congestion 
charge and since 2003, the year it was introduced, pollutions and traffic levels have decreased
in Central London area.

However, the average salary in Medway is about £14.000 to £17.000 a year, whereas in 
London, wages can be higher than £35.000, reaching +£60.000 in areas like Chelsea. People 
in Medway would probably not be able to afford to pay the charge which would make the 
idea irrelevant.

But because Chatham needs to be more sustainable and traffic needs to be decreased so that 
the town can be more sustainable, a congestion charge for those who do not live in Chatham 
but still drive through it could be applied in order to encourage daily commuters to use public
transport (bus and trains available in Medway) and/or to buy electric (exempt from the 
congestion charge) or hybrid cars – Medway council would have to invest in charging points

How to reduce carbon footprint

On average, a person’s carbon footprint in Chatham is 9.5t of CO2. By practicing these 
suggestions, people would reduce their carbon footprint considerably as they would not be 
using cars as much and would have a healthier life style, meaning that food choices would 
also change which would reduce food miles and therefore aid sustainability.

Another factor that would reduce food miles is the encouragement of purchasing locally 
produced products less transport would be needed to take the produce from a farm to 
someone’s house. Fewer trucks would be needed and costs on refrigeration would be 
dramatically reduced as the crops produced would be adequate for the number of people who 
live in the area (less waste) 


