
Sustainable transport in Chatham 

Problems in Chatham

-Too much Traffic

-Poor public Transport

-Overcrowded 

- People can’t afford to travel

Boris Bikes 

Boris bikes are bikes which are available for hire, similar to Alepa bikes in central 
Helsinki encourage people to hire a bike, which is cheaper than buying a car. Alepa 
bikes are rented by Matkakortti or oyster cards, meaning it is easier for people to hire
these bikes also. This would reduce congestion and traffic in Chatham.  By hiring 
bikes, there is less pollution, and also people would be healthier, as they are doing 
exercise while travelling. This has been successful in London, and been introduced 
in Helsinki, and has many benefits. 

Similarly, by people using more bikes 
and less cars, trains and buses the 
carbon footprint will be reduced, as well 
as people’s general health which would 
improve. To organise this, we would put 
Boris bikes in Chatham city centre, with a
card machine like in London. This allows 
people to hire and pay for the bikes 
which both credit cards and oyster cards 
would work for. 

Along with Boris bikes, we would suggest improving cycle lanes/paths to allow 
people to use their hired bikes all over town. This includes making the cycle lanes 
wider, more visible, and also adding harsher fines for drivers ignoring cycle lanes. 

If all of this is followed, more people would use bikes we hope, and stop using cars, 
which are harmful to the environment. Therefore, by doing this in Chatham , the 
overall transport would be better. 

Congestion charge 

In London, areas of high traffic have a charge for entering them called congestion 
charge zones. This reduces the number of people using cars in that area, as they 
don’t want to pay the fine. By people using less cars, the air quality becomes better 



and the roads become clearer. This is why we think
that introducing a congestion charge to certain parts
of Chatham, and even Medway would benefit many
travellers, not to mention that the city is prettier
without traffic. In Helsinki, they are planning to use
such a charge, which aims to reduce the number of
cars by 1/5 in Helsinki. This has also been a success
in Stockholm in Sweden, where it is estimated 25-30
deaths a year are prevented by the Congestion
Charge, as less people are using car, so there are less car accidents in Stockholm.  

In London, the congestion charge is £8 daily, which in Chatham we would suggest 
reducing due to the lower level of travel in Chatham, in comparison to London. 
Because of this, it might be less effective as a scheme, but we wouldn’t want to 
overcharge people for their travel.  We would obviously make the charge for people 
living in Chatham very low and cheap, while travellers from somewhere else would 
have to pay more. 

Free Public Transport for all locals

In Italy, and also in the capital of Estonia, in
the city centre, all public transport is free for
locals, meaning people are more likely to
take the bus or train rather than buy or use a
car. Because of this policy, people use more
public transport as it is free, a so less cars
are on the road. This would reduce the
crowding of roads in Chatham, and also
reduce air pollution by the cars as fewer cars
are being used daily.  To allow for this to
happen, in Estonia they pay a small tax, which would be necessary in Chatham, to 
pay for the free transport. Although the taxing may be unpopular, many people will 
benefit from this scheme, as they will be able to travel freely around Chatham, 
without the need for a car.  

By reducing the need for people to use cars , the overall number of cars on the road 
will be reduced , which would solve many of the problems we have in Chatham, such
as crowding, traffic, poor public transport and people not being able to afford to travel
freely. 
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